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Gay Straight Alliance celebrates

By Morgan Ray
News Writing Stucdent

On June 16 and 17,
OCCCs Gay Stralght Alll-
ance club participated in
the Gay Pride Festival of
Oklahoma fer the first time.

MNedll Spurgin, club presi-
dent, sald the parade was
a way of celebrating a gen-
cration that came out of op-
pression, one that is “more
open.”

He sald the parade, cel-
chrating {ts 20t¢h year, in-
volved participants from
businesses and scheol or-
ganization to familics and
friends. Spurgln said his
son, who ls 20, marched at
the parade with his girl-
friend.

Spurgin sald 145 booths
were sct up during the pa-
rade and includes droups
such as Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Mental Health and
Substance Abuse, Okla-
homa Gay Rodeo Assocla-

“l want to try and create a summit that brings
the information and truth out.”

—MNeill Spurgeon

OCCC Gay Straight Alliance Club President

tion. Planned Parenthood
and the Gay Alllance for
Tolerance and Equality.

OHEC Pride Inc., who put
on the parade, includes 10
board members, including
Co-Chatrman Paul Thomp-
son and Co-Chalreoman
Clorla Meaore.

Spurgin said the Gay
Stralght Alllance meets at
4:15 p.m. the second and
tourth Wednesday of cvery
month. The group also has
T-shirts and fliers inform-
ing cthers about the droup.

The club has more com-
munity involvement plans
tor the fall semester.

“I want to try and create
a summit that brings the
Informaticn and trath oat”
Spurgin said.

He sald the elub. which
is less than a year old, s
about equality and under-
standing.

*The main goal for me 1s
that | want pecple to be who
they truly are.™

For more information
about the Gay Straldht Al-
llance club, e-mall Spurdin
at neillspurglndcox.net.

Have club
news?
Share it with
the Pioneer!
Call 405-682-
1611, ext. 7410
or e-mail
StaffWriter2@
occc.edu.




